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The Netherlands organises international

course focusing on Avian Influenza

The Dutch animal health organisation GD is organising a world-wide course on Avian Influenza in cooperation with the Ministry
of Agriculture, Nature Management and Fisheries, the Food and Commodities Authority, the CIDC (Central Institute for Animal
Disease Control) and the ASG (Animal Sciences Group) of the Wageningen University and Research Centre.

About GD

GD is a leading anwoth within and outside the Netherlands.

The organisation has a lot of knowledge on the disease and has
moreover gained a good deal of experience in organising specialist
courses focusing on this specific topic. During the outbreak of Al in
the Netherlands, in 2003, GD was responsible for eradicating the
disease and for subsequent inspections and preventive measures.
The practical execution of vaccinations against Al, which have
since March 2006 been carried out in the Netherlands with the
EU’s permission, is also supervised by GD.

The course programme
Since the outbreaks of
Avian Influenza in Asia,
Africa and Europe there

is a growing interest in
training and advice on the
eradication, prevention
and monitoring of Al.

In response to this
demand we have therefore
organised a two-part
course in cooperation with
various leading animal
health institutes and the
Dutch government. The
two parts can be followed
separately. The first part is
intended for policy makers
and covers such aspects

as the control scenario,

responsibilities, identification and registration systems and the
vaccination programme.

The second part is intended for laboratory staff, vets and poultry
specialists. The most important topics covered in this part are
virology, epidemiology, international legislation and regulations,
responsibilities, laboratory tests and vaccination. The course
conforms to the objectives of the “Global Program for Avian
Influenza Control and Human Pandemic Preparedness and
Response” of the World Bank.

Dates and costs

The 1% course will take place in week 36 (4 — 8 September) in

the Dutch town of Deventer, which lies some 100 kilometres from
Amsterdam. Deventer is where GD is based. The course costs
2,950 euro (with reservation). This sum is including overnight
accommodation and meals and excluding international

travel expenses.

To book

The course is open to a maximum of twenty participants a time.

We advise you to book as early as possible via info@gddeventer.com.
Reservations can be cancelled free of charge up to four weeks before
the beginning of the course. Please clearly indicate in which part of
the course you are interested.

The programme can be consulted from 15 May onwards
at www.gddeventer.com.

For further information on the programme, please consult
info@gddeventer.com.

What'’s
in it
for you?

The past few years GD has been increasingly
often approached for assistance by international
companies and governments. This is the result
of, on the one hand, increasing international
concern for the control of animal diseases but,
on the other, certainly also our extensive range of
products and services, which is indeed unique in
the world. These developments have meanwhile
led to an active sales policy in Germany.

The government of Luxembourg has recently
contacted GD with a request for laboratory
research. We have received similar requests from
Ireland, Poland and Denmark. To quote some
further examples: a government laboratory

is currently being established in Rumania on

the basis of GD’s expertise. And this spring we
appointed a special agent for the sale of our
diagnostic products for the poultry industries in
Egypt, the United Arabic Emirates and Kuwait.
Until recently, GD was fairly reticent when it
came to answering international questions

and searching for foreign partners. But our
organisation is now ready for the international
market. At the VIV that will take place from16
until18 May in Utrecht (the Netherlands) we will
therefore for the first time be inviting foreign
companies to become our business partners.
With the question ‘What’s in it for you?” we will
challenge companies to investigate together with
us what techniques, services and expertise we
could share with one another.

Professor Anton Pijpers, DVM, PhD, CEO






GD builds laboratory facility for poultry

At the GD site in Deventer (Netherlands) a new laboratory facility is being built for poultry. In addition to six separate climate-controlled rooms for practical research and a room for
34 isolators, there will also be four screened-off rooms for SPF (Specific Pathogen Free) flocks, both layer-breeders and broiler-breeders. The new unit will be the only one of its kind
in the world as regards size and facilities.

The new research unit for poultry will be handed over after summer.
The SPF flocks, which are currently being kept elsewhere in the
Netherlands, will then move to Deventer. The new unit meets the
highest requirements regarding hygiene. All the incoming air, for
instance, will first of all be filtered before it reaches the animals.
This excludes the possibility that viruses will be carried in with the
ventilation air. The unit also has high standards for animal welfare.

SPF flock

GD’s SPF flock of broiler-breeders is unique throughout the world;
there are only two of these flocks in the world. The SPF animals are
used for animal experiments and laboratory tests. The hatching eggs
are used by the virology department for breeding viruses and the

red blood cells of the broiler-breeders are used by the immunology
department for various tests.

Teun Fabri, DVM,
head poultry-health department

Largest research unit

The poultry for the practical research can also be housed in isolators
at the new facility so that strict hygiene conditions can be created.
This makes it possible for pathology problems to be analysed under
exactly the same conditions. This research facility is also unique.
The presence of as many as 28 isolators is unique throughout the
world. The isolators and the quality of experienced GD employees
make it possible to also carry out external commissions. In addition
to the practical research, animals are also kept in the isolators for
making components for laboratory tests. These diagnostics are sold
globally by GD as well as being used in GD’s own laboratory.

Teun Fabri, DVM, head poultry-health department

For information please contact info@gddeventer.com.

GD launches A.l. antigens

Avian influenza in poultry is gripping Europe
and Asia. In just a few years the virus has spread
via the Middle East to Africa and Central Europe.
The threat of avian influenza prompted GD to
invest in the development of inactivated A.1.

GD now also organises ring trials for
Salmonella spp. and Avian Influenza

This autumn, for the first time, GD will organise ring trials for salmonella (types B, C and D) and avian influenza in poultry. Various
laboratories have expressed an interest in guaranteeing the quality of their laboratories using GD’s reference samples.

antigens. These antigens enable the laboratory
to distinguish between different H types (H5,
H7, H6 and H9). Interest in the A.I. antigens
developed by GD is increasing. Our A.l. antigens
are therefore being used in many laboratories
throughout the world.

For more information info@gddeventer.com

In 2000 GD organised its first ring trials involving sixteen European

participants. Nowadays an average of 125 laboratories from all

over the world take part in the various ring trials that GD organises

each year. Now annual ring trials are held for Gumboro disease,

mycoplasma, NCD and IBV. This autumn salmonella (serum groups B, n—— -
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To carry out a ring trial GD sends samples of a known composition
to different laboratories. By taking part in a ring trial laboratories
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the Netherlands

laboratories all over the world. A similar control system is required
for laboratories that are accredited to 1SO 17025. In 2006 five ring
trials for poultry will be carried out. The aim is also to set up ring
trials for pigs. GD enjoys a good reputation on the international
stage in this field. GD’s main strength is its laboratory facilities,
which enable the company to produce samples with the status of
international reference serum. The production of samples that are
sent all over the world also requires specialist know-how.

Contacts The business development

department of GD focuses
on the global sale of laboratoria products,
project, training and other courses, veterinary
consultancy and veterinary surveillance
programmes. They can be reached from the
Netherland at phonenumber 0900-1770 and
from other countries at + 31 (0)570-63 33 91.
The department is currently staffed by the
following four enthusiastic employees:

-

Joyce Nuys

Accredited laboratories are obliged to regularly take partina
ring trial. Scientific research also benefits from internationally
comparable laboratory results. This enables researchers to better
interpret and verify the results of research.

Laboratories that are interested in GD’s ring trials can contact
info@gddeventer.com.

Ton de Gee Katrin Wiech

Eveline de Haan
manager business development product development manager market manager Germany jr. market manager





